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Element TV Celebrates Five Years of 
Operation and Announces 100 New Jobs 

Governor Henry McMaster addressed officials and as-
sembly plant employees regarding the facility’s success 
during Element TV’s anniversary celebration in Winns-
boro.
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By Robert White
Element TV celebrated its fifth year of operation and an-

nounced that it will be adding one-hundred new jobs to its 
existing ninety-seven employee base at its assembly plant in 
Fairfield County on April 12. Fairfield School District Su-
perintendent Dr. J. R. Green, representatives from the Fair-
field County School Board, the Fairfield County Council 
and the Winnsboro City Council joined Sheriff Will Mont-
gomery, Chief of Police John Seibels, Governor Henry Mc-
Master and Congressman Ralph Norman at the celebration 
hosted by Element TV’s CEO Mike O’Shaughnessy and 
Element employees.  

Element TV, the only assembler of televisions in the 
United States, struggled to keep its doors open during the 
imposition of the $34 Billion tariff on Chinese imports by 
the Trump Administration in September of 2018. Working 
with company, state and local leaders, Element was able to 
successfully petition the White House for a waiver of the 

tariffs which would have forced a shut-down of the Winns-
boro assembly plant.  

Speaking at the celebration O’Shaughnessy said, “For the 
first time in our company’s five-year history we have solved 
the tariff issue that has sort of been holding us back. So, 
from last summer our biggest problem was how to solve a 
trade war issue and try to stay open, keep the building open. 
Now our biggest issue is how we are going to produce all of 
the orders that have been forecast to us by our customers, 
because the orders are coming in like a tsunami.”  

O’Shaughnessy also thanked former Governor Nikki 
Haley for helping to initially locate the plant in Winnsboro 
and thanked Governor McMaster for going to bat so quick-
ly for Element when the tariff crisis occurred. “If we all do 
our part, we win. And we are winning together…I hope I 
am here a long time and as long as I am here, we will be 
here, or I will die trying,” said O’Shaughnessy. 

Prior to close of the event, Congressman Norman ad

dressed the crowd and presented O’Shaughnessy and 
Governor McMaster with a special Congressional Coin 
in honor of their efforts to keep the plant in Fairfield 

County open. 

The Country  Chronicle  Now Available Online!
The Country Chronicle is proud to announce that its 
Winnsboro/Fairfield County edition is now available 

online.  Free copies of The Country Chronicle will con-
tinue to be available at more than twenty-seven locations 
throughout Fairfield County and now, in an effort to as-

sist our readers, complete weekly editions of The Country 
Chronicle will also be available online simply by visiting 
our website at countrychronicle.com. Thank you for your 
continued support and we hope that our Fairfield County 

readers enjoy this new online service.              
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 Fairfield County Council and staff met with members of the public during its annual retreat 
on Saturday.
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Richland County Council to Hold Zoning 
Hearing on Former Crickentree Golf Course

See Hearing Page 18

By Tonya F. Page, Editor
Homeowners in the Crickentree 

neighborhood achieved a major victory 
on April 1, when the Richland County 
Planning Commission voted 7-1 not to 
recommend a rezoning of the 183 acres 
formerly occupied by the Golf Club of 
South Carolina from Traditional Recre-
ation Open Space (TROS) to Residen-
tial-Medium Density (RS-MD).     

According to Chapter 26 of the Rich-
land County Code of Ordinances, a 
TROS zoning designation is meant to 
ensure the preservation of conserva-
tion, recreation and open spaces and to 
lessen the decrease of property values 
from the loss of open space.  TROS 
zoning is also intended to provide op-
portunities for improved public and/or 
private recreation activities and to pro-

vide for a community-wide network of 
open space, buffer zones and recreation 
space.  

Recommended for approval by Rich-
land County Planning Staff in 2006, es-
tablishment of Traditional Recreation 
Open Space districts served as an ini-
tiative to bring consistency to existing 
land uses and preserve open space for 
communities for the greater good of 

the county.  This zoning designation 
was also found to be consistent with 
Richland County’s Comprehensive 
Plan objectives regarding tree protec-
tion, storm water runoff protection and 
air quality protection.    

Fairfield County Council Outlines Revitalization at Annual Retreat
By Robert White

Members of Fairfield County Council and 
staff gathered with members of the public 
and press for its annual all-day retreat at 
Lake Wateree on Sat., April 13, with the 
informal setting allowing for an open dia-
logue of priorities for the upcoming year 
as well as a review of how goals for 2018 
were met. Assistant County Administrator 
Davis Anderson spoke about the 39 unique 
items that were prioritized in 2018, includ-
ing Mt. Zion, Providence Hospital, the Joint 
Water Authority, ongoing litigation against 
SCE&G, the A-TAX ordinance  and the 
Mega Site, as well as smaller issues such as 
sidewalks in Ridgeway and the renovation 
of the new Farmers Market/Events Center 
building. 

Council Chairman Neil Robinson asked 
about progress on the new Farmers Mar-
ket space adjacent to the Clock Tower on 
Congress Street. Discussions during the 
retreat about renovation of the existing 
Farmer’s Market appeared to focus on a 
microcosm of the larger problem that Fair-
field County is facing and efforts to draw 

money into the county through tourism, the 
establishment of new businesses and the 
elimination of blight could be carried out on 
a small scale once the Farmers Market space 
is revitalized and repurposed. 

Remarking on the revitalization 
project, County Administrator Jason 
Taylor said, “The Farmers Market 
has been a fun project and I hope it 
pays off dividends in the long term…
we all know that quality of life and 
downtown revitalization are critical to 
our growth. I heard many times back 
when we had the nuclear plants at full 
speed and 5,000 people out there work-
ing that unfortunately they were taking 
a lot of their paychecks somewhere else.  
They were taking them to Newberry, 
Chapin, Lexington and Richland and it 
wasn’t coming here.  We weren’t cap-
turing it so we need to do something to 
improve quality of life opportunities in 
downtown Ridgeway, Jenkinsville and  
Winnsboro. Winnsboro being our county 
seat we need to place special focus on 
that.”  
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By Ronda Rich

Community Calendar
BLYTHEWOOD

• FARMERS MARKET. The Bly-
thewood Farmers Market will 
be held each Wed. through 
the month of October in 
Doko Meadows, 171 Lang-
ford Rd., from 4 until 7pm.

HILLCLIMBERS.. Hillclimbers, a 
nondenominational senior ac-
tivity, will be held on Sept. 5 
in the Youth Building at Trin-
ity United Methodist Church.  
Program on fall gardening 
presented by the Clemson 
Extension office will begin at 
11am with lunch following at 
noon provided by  Scottie’s 
for a cost of $7. Please call or 
text (803) 673-2051 by 6pm 
on Sept. 3 to reserve lunch.

BACK TO SCHOOL BASH. Trinity 
United Methodst Church will 
hold a Back to  School Bash 
on Aug. 20 from 3-5pm. All 
children in 1st-12th grades 
along with their families are 
invited. Come out for a fun 
time of free food, inflatables, 
music, games and more.

LIONS CLUB GOSPEL  NIGHT. Plan 
to join the local Lions clubs at 
Doko Manor on Sun., Aug. 20, 
from 4 to 8pm for Gospel Night 
for Sight and Hearing. The 
evening will include gospel 
music, great snack foods and 
a huge silent auction. Lions 
Clubs from Blythewood, Co-
lumbia NE, greater Irmo and 
Winnsboro will host the event. 
All funds raised will be used 
to provide eye exams, eye-
glasses and hearing aids for 
those in need in our communi-
ties. For ticket or sponsor info 
please contact Lion Kimber-
lee Keener at (803) 718-0701 
or Lion Barbara Pemberton at 
(803) 315-9346.

RIDGEWAY

•AA MEETINGS. Alcoholics Anon-
ymous meetings are held on 
Mondays at 7:30 pm at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, par-
ish house, 296 E. Church St./
Longtown Rd., in Ridgeway. 
For more information contact 
David K. at (803) 673-1399.

• BIKES & BOATS POKER RUN. 
Lake Wateree 2nd Annual 
Bikes & Boats Poker Run ben-
efitting Lake Wateree VFW 
Post 8346 will be held Sat., 
Aug. 12. First 500 registered 
participants will receive a free 
tee shirt. Call (803) 622-4364 
for more information or down-
load registration forms at http://
vfwpost8346.org/poker-run.

 WINNSBORO

.ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS SUP-
PORT. Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group is designed to 
provide emotional, education-
al and social support for care-
givers. Meetings are held the 
second Tues. of every month 
from 6 to 7 pm at the Council 
on Aging Senior Center Build-
ing, 210 E. Washington St., in 
Winnsboro. For more info call 
Debbie Brown at (803) 633-
4282 or Wanda Mills at (803) 
3015.

•FARMERS MARKET. The Winns-
boro Farmers and Artisans 

Market will be held each Sat. 
through the month of October 
from 9am to 1pm at the Clock 
Tower, 100  S. Congress St. 
Please visit Facebook for mar-
ket events, vendors & more 
details.

  BBQ DINNER TRAIN. The SC 
Railroad Museum, 110 Indus-
trial Park Rd. in Winnsboro, 
will offer a special BBQ Dinner 
Train on Aug. 19. Train departs 
promptly at 6:30pm. Limited 
seating. Tickets may be pur-
chased at scrm.org.

• TOTAL ECLIPSE VIEWING PARTY. 
Aug. 21, come view the Great 
American Eclipse through so-
lar glasses, gaze upon the  
Sun through a properly filtered 
solar telescope and explore 
interactive exhibits related to 
eclipse science at Garden St. 
Park, corner of  Drayton & N. 
Garden St. in Winnsboro from 
1-4pm. This event is free and 
open to the public.
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216 EAST MARION STREET
KERSHAW, SC 29067

(803) 475-3475
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

2689 HIGHWAY #1.SOUTH
ELGIN, SC 29045

(803) 438-7698
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

1344 HAILE STREET
CAMDEN, SC 29020

(803) 432-1996
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

SAT 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

710 DEWITT DRIVE
LUGOFF, SC 29078

(803) 438-1806
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Eighteen primary care physicians and physician extenders with 250 combined years experience, 
serving patients in Kershaw, Lancaster, Lee, Richland, Sumter and surrounding counties.

SHEALTH PARTNERS, P.A.
SENTINEL

PRIMARY CARE DIVISION

Our mission is simple -
GOOD HEALTH FOR YOUR FAMILY

Our mission is simple -
GOOD HEALTH FOR YOUR FAMILY

'Swanging'
About halfway through my morning run, 

just about the time droplets of "dew" were 
running down my face and I wasn’t looking 
none too good for the wearing, a red Ford 
Ranger pick-up truck pulled up beside me, 
stopped and a man, gray in hair and weath-
ered in face, rolled down his window. 

 “Boy, I tell ya, I love that swang.”
It took a second for his words to register. 

Then I got it, grinned and walked over to the 
truck.

“I’m so glad,” I replied.
“Now, I mean it. I ain’t never been prouder 

of nothin’.”
His brother, One Arm, who is my friend 

and neighbor was in the passenger seat so he 
leaned over and said, “That’s the truth. He 
loves that thang.”

One Arm, so nicknamed because he has 
only one arm, lives up the road a piece from 
us. When he’s in the yard as I run by, I’ll stop 
for a bit of conversation. We talk about the 
weather, horses, trees that live or die and, 
once, he proudly told about his daughter 
being saved and what a blessing that was. 
About a year back, One Arm called me to talk 
about a couple of things.

“First off, thanky for that piece you wrote 
about me. I got it pinned up on my far (fire) 
board. It done my heart a world of good to 
know that somebody cares about an ol’ one-
armed man like me.”

He was doing good for my heart so we chat-
ted on then he said, “Let me ask you sumptin. 
That swang you got down at your mama’s 
house. My brother shore would like to buy 
that. Would you be of a mind to sell it?”

It was a comfortable swing with a canopy 
that I had put under a huge maple. I loved 
it and whenever I was down at Mama’s, I 
enjoyed a swing and some sitting time. It al-
ways reminded me of when Mama and I used 
to sit on the porch, me on the steps and she in 
the glider, and watch occasional cars go by on 
weather mild evenings.

“No, One Arm, I don’t think so.” I explained 
why. He understood and said, “Well, if you 
ever change yur mind, give me a holler.” His 
brother lives on up past One Arm’s house so 
he’s a neighbor, too. You know how it is in the 
country. Anyone within a three mile radius is 
a neighbor.

I hung up the phone and went into the 
kitchen to make dinner but I kept thinking 
about that call. I’m kind of the mind that if 
someone admires something of nominal value 
I have, if it’s something that I can part with, 
then I should share it with them. Sometimes, 
it’s hard to do. Like the pearl bracelet that I 
bought in an outdoor market in Paris. I have 
a tiny wrist and it fit perfectly. I bought one 
for me and one for a gift. My niece, Nicole, 
who was with me, bought a couple for gifts. 
One day at Sunday dinner, I had it on.

“I love that bracelet. I wish I had bought me 
one.” I hesitated. I loved it but I pulled it off 
and said, “You can have this one.” It thrilled 
her. Three years later, I found an even pret-
tier one that fits my wrist at the Cloister at 
Sea Island and Tink bought it. I like it much 
better because it has a sparkling sand dollar 
in the midst of the multi-strands.

I called One Arm back. “Your brother can 
have the swing. Tell him it’s a gift and I hope 
he enjoys it.”

I haven’t been able to find one to replace 
it yet, but, in time, I’ll find one. It took years 
with the bracelet.  Meanwhile, our neighbor 
is enjoying it bunches.

And that is a happy feeling for me.
Ronda Rich is the best-selling author of the 

What Southern Women Know trilogy. Visit 
www.rondarich.com to sign up for her free 
weekly newsletter.

Chris Britt

Blythewood Historical Tidbits
Presented by 

The Blythewood Historical 
Society

And Museum 
   Can you believe this is Main Street/Wilson Boulevard/Highway 
21?  The Wilsons were an outstanding family in Blythewood.  They 
were very active in their community and Wilson’s Store was a popu-
lar place to shop and keep up with life in Blythewood.

   How much, if any, has Blythewood changed since the near-total 
eclipse on March 7, 1970.  To find out the answer to this question, 
please join the Blythewood Historical Society at the Langford-Nord 
House on August 17 at 7pm for a special solar eclipse presentation. 

Not that it should have 
mattered. But I’m Southern 
so it did. It mattered a lot.

As long back as I can re-
member, whenever someone 
told Mama and Daddy about 
a person who, all a sudden 
just up and died, the con-
versation would, with some 
variation, go like this:

“Did you hear ‘bout 
Jamison Jackson? Found 
him dead this morning.”

“Oh no! Are you serious?” 
Mama or Daddy would ask. 
Not that anyone would joke 
about someone being dead 
but when a surprise comes, 
we often say things that 
don’t make a lot of sense.

Then, without variation, 
the next question would be, 
“What kilt him?”

Now, “kilt” is an Appala-
chian word. On the coast 
or in the Delta, people will 
be more dignified and say 
“killed” or ask, “What hap-
pened?”

Yankees don’t ask this 
question. Dead is dead to 
them. It doesn’t matter how 
it happened. He died. End of 
story. But with Southerners, 
the end of the story needs to 
be detailed. The way some-
one dies is part of their story. 
The final act.

So, that’s how it came to be 
that I started tracking down 
what “kilt” a songwriter 
named Roger Bowling back 
on Christmas Day of 1982. 
Bowling was one of the fin-
est storytelling songwriters 
to come through Nashville 
in the 1970s. He rose up out 
of Harlan, Kentucky, a place 
that is fabled for the hard 
times it’ll put in a man and 
the stories that will be born 
out of a man born in a place 
where the hours of daylight 
are short and the coal dust 

blackens the skies. Under-
neath the scab of surviving 
such difficult times will al-
ways be a tender sore that 
gives forth to rich storytell-
ing.

Bowling’s first number 
one record was the 1975 hit, 
“Blanket on the Ground.” 
He also co-wrote my favor-
ite Tammy Wynette/George 
Jones duet, “Southern Cali-
fornia.” But it would be a 
1977 record he co-wrote 
with Hal Bynum that would 
become his legacy, the song 
that carved his name into 
Nashville greatness. “Lu-
cille” would also revive the 
nearly dead career of Kenny 
Rogers. Two years later, he 
co-wrote another Kenny 
Rogers smash, “Coward of 
the County.”

Both songs are extremely 
well-crafted story songs. In 
our minds, we can see the 
poor farmer who mourns 
at the bar over Lucille who 
left him or pretty Becky 
whose assault made a hero 
out of her formerly cowardly 
husband. Billy Currington 
re-recorded “Lucille” a few 
years ago and it is as well 
done as the Kenny Rogers 
version.

Back to what kilt him. 
He was only 38 years old. 
The New York Times, usu-
ally completely informative 
about death, reported that he 
was found dead at his home, 
an autopsy was performed, 
results still unknown, but it 
was believed to be natural. 
Bowling, at the time, was liv-
ing in the picturesque moun-
tain town of Clayton, Georgia. 
As long as you were born in 
Georgia, you will always 
know someone else born in 
Georgia who knows the story. 
So, I called one of my dearest 
friends and favorite people 
who grew up in Clayton. 

“Aw, Roger. He was a good 
‘un,” my friend said, his voice 
misting a bit with the recall. 
“Me and him played many a 
poker game together. He had 
him a little juke joint place 
called ‘The Pickin’ Parlor.’ 
We had a lot of fun there, 
too.”

He told a couple of sto-
ries then I asked, “What kilt 
him?”

“Well, I don’t think he 
meant to do it. There was 
some drinkin’ involved. 
Maybe cold medicine, too. It 
was surely accidental.” 

I was stunned. I didn’t 
expect that. But as I mulled 
over it later, I realized that 
we Southerners are right: 
how death comes is signifi-
cant to a person’s life story.

Though his was a short 
life, it was a blessing to 
many.

(Ronda Rich is the best-
selling author of Mark My 
Words: A Memoir of Mama. 
Please visit www.rondarich.
com to sign up for her free 
weekly newsletter.)
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By Ronda Rich
Building a better 

Mouse Trap

MY TURN

By Tonya F. Page, Editor

While my sons were growing up I endured a vari-
ety of uninvited intruders that continually invaded our 
home.  Thanks to this indoctrination, I learned not to be 
squeamish about most two-legged, four-legged or no-
legged things.  Be it human or not, put a hungry critter 
in my kitchen and I’ll eventually try to feed it.

Truth be known, my patience for what most people 
consider unacceptable probably does exceed socially 
defined boundaries.  My boys’ teenage years definitely 
affected my psyche and my tolerance for the unimagi-
nable is far beyond the parameters established by nor-
mal parents.  Trust me, I’m not touting my horn here, 
I’m just simply stating a very sad fact.

That is why my adamant efforts to exterminate a 
population of unwanted visitors who recently con-
verged on the inner confines of my new home seemed 
so very adverse to my basic nature.  Relatively small 
and furry, these creatures weren’t exactly intimidating 
or demanding.  Simply scurrying here and there, their 
appetites were easily satisfied with the most miniscule 
of morsels.

Having had numerous close encounters with copper-
heads and coyotes during the past twenty years, these 
little fellows didn’t exactly scare me.  By the same to-
ken, the abundant droppings they deposited all over my 
kitchen did present something of a health hazard.  

Realizing that something had to be done, I finally 
picked up some mousetraps during one of my weekly 
visits to Wal-Mart and returned home with a contrap-
tion resembling an ominous spaceship for rodents.  Ob-
viously designed with the suburban housewife in mind, 
these state-of-the-art devices cleverly concealed any 
evidence of carnage.  By the same token, the expertly 
engineered traps were non-reusable and eliminating an 
entire army of mice was going to get very expensive.

  Appreciating the cost effectiveness of more tried 
and true methods, I subsequently acquired several 
regular mousetraps from our local feed and hardware 
store.  Using balls of bread encrusted with peanut but-
ter as bait, I eventually figured out how to set these 
lethal weapons without sacrificing one of my own fin-
gers.  Now, having finally eradicated all rodents from 
the premises with approximately $2.00 worth of these 
simple, old-fashioned contraptions, I have truly come 
to appreciate Ralph Waldo Emerson’s famous quote 
about building a better mousetrap.      

 

What kilt him?



4 •   THE COUNTRY CHRONICLE, THURSDAY,  APRIL 18, 2019

Annual Lenten Fish Fry
Transfiguration Catholic Church, located at 306 North Pines Rd. in Blythewood, host-

ed their last Lenten fish fry dinner of the season on Friday, April 12.  Celebrating its 13th 
year, the annual Friday night event which began this year on March 8, is organized by 
volunteers from the church and open to the public.  Delicious dinners available for eat-in 
or carry-out included fried fish, French fries, hush puppies, green beans and macaroni 
& cheese.

BHS Honors Sydney Burnsed
The Burnsed family, the Bengals softball team and members of the Blythewood com-

munity suffered a terrible loss when Sydney Burnsed was killed in a car accident in 
March of 2018.  In an effort to honor her memory, current and former Bengals softball 
players, BHS coaches, along with Burnsed’s friends and family gathered in the Bly-
thewood High School Library on Friday, April 12, to unveil a memorial sign that will 
be placed on the school’s softball field and to retire Sydney’s No. 6 jersey. The Burnsed 
family and BHS softball have also established a memorial scholarship in her name.

Friends of the Fairfield County 
Animal Shelter Hold Annual Yard Sale

Friends of the Fairfield County Animal Shelter (FFCAS) held their annual spring 
garage sale at Trinity United Methodist Church on Sat., April 13. Sonya Murphy 
and a village of volunteers organized and set up the sale which included enough 
donated items to pack a 26-foot long truck.  “We are raising money for the medical 
fund…we get animals in that have been abused and neglected or who are a little bit 
underweight that need medical attention and at times Fairfield County does not have 
additional funds for this.”  In addition to the yard sale a separate bake sale was held 
by volunteers who created delicious baked goods for the crowd.  Live entertainment 
during the event was also provided by Chuck Dizino.  For more information about 
FFCAS or how you can help please visit Friends of the Fairfield County Animal 
Shelter on Facebook.  

Blythewood Garden Club Plant Sale
The Blythewood garden club held its annual plant sale at Trinity United Method-

ist Church on April 13. Fifteen members from the club stood in the cool mist early 
Saturday morning to raise money for projects in the Blythewood area. This annual 
spring sale is popular with Blythewood residents and the club had already sold out 
of many plants by 8:30am.  Garden Club President Sandra Pherigo said, “It is our 
only fundraiser for the year and we grow these plants ourselves.”  Funds raised by 
the sale go to support the club’s beatification projects at the Blythewood Post Office, 
the Blythewood Library and the fence garden at the Historical Society.  Pictured left 
to right are club members Lana Branham, Dale Cogan, Sylvia Beale, Peggy Jef-
fcoat, Jean Chesno, Nancy Turner, Sandra Pherigo (in yellow) and Sherrie Payne.  
The Blythewood Garden Club will celebrate its 66th anniversary in May.
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Next Week  
Tips for Prayer 1 

Running on Empty

Message 8 of 8 
Read past messages at  
transfigurationsc.org
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Good Friday was a disaster. 

Earlier in the week, all had been going as the apostles expected. As 
Jesus entered Jerusalem for the Passover celebrations, the crowds 
had cheered him as a king: “Hosanna to the Son of David!” (Matt 
21:9) But now everything was turned upside down. Jesus had been 
arrested and executed, and they had abandoned their friend in his 
time of need. Their hearts were filled with grief, shame, and doubt.
 
Was Jesus not who he claimed to be?

He had claimed to be divine, and he had worked many miracles to 
support this claim: casting out demons, healing the sick, and even 
raising the dead! But now he had been crucified on a hill outside 

of the city, the mocking inscription “King of the Jews” 
above his head. Had they been wrong 

about him? Had their faith in 
him been misplaced?

 

Everything changed on Sunday. 

Terrified of being arrested, the apostles had been hiding behind 
locked doors. We can imagine their astonishment when, on Sunday 
afternoon, Jesus suddenly appeared in the room with them! He 
was no longer dead; he was alive! He spoke to them with love and 
encouragement.  He reassured them that he was real, not a ghost: 
“Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me and 
see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see 
I have.” (Luke 24:39) For forty days, Jesus appeared often in this 
way and prepared his followers for their coming mission.
 
The apostles rejoiced!

Their sorrow had turned into the greatest joy! And almost two 
thousand years later, the resurrection of Jesus is still our greatest 
reason for joy. It means that Jesus really is who he claimed to 
be! He is not a lunatic, nor a liar, but truly the Lord. Everything he 
taught and revealed is true. God is real; heaven exists; eternal joy 
is possible.
 
Christ’s victory is our victory!

The resurrection of Jesus means that the crucifixion was not his 
defeat, but actually his moment of victory! Jesus has conquered 

sin and death. United with Christ, we too can share in the glory 
of his resurrection; death will not have the last word in our 

lives! Even in moments of sorrow and hardship, we 
too can exclaim with joy, “O death, where is 

your victory? O death, where is your sting? 
...Thanks be to God, who gives us 

the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ!” (1 Cor 15: 55-57)

Our greatest reason for joy 
Christ Is Risen! 
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AIR CONDITIONING

Arctic Air Heating & Cooling
“Fast, friendly, fair. 

It’s time to call Arctic Air.” 
754-3150 • www.arcticairsc.com

 Lever Repairs, Inc.
Family, Friendly, and Locally Owned

Serving the Midlands since 2007
Call us today for all of your heating 

and cooling needs
803-333-0737

ACCOUNTING & TAX 
SERVICE 

Susan B. Smith, CPA
303 Main Street, Blythewood

803-753-4489
Email - susan@susanbsmithcpa.com

www.susanbsmithcpa.com

ANIMAL CONTROL

All Things Wild
Nuisance Wildlife Control

Residential/Commercial, Licensed, Insured
Squirrels, Rats, Bats, Moles, Birds, Snakes, 

Raccoons, Possums, Fox, 
Coyotes, Beavers, etc. Animal House Ex-

clusion, Sealing & Cleaning 
and Insect Pest Control 

(803) 920-3880
www.animalcontrolcolumbia.com

ATTORNEYS

The Law Office
of Shannon K. Burnett

Collaborative Law • Divorce • Adoptions
Child Custody • Personal Injury •Real Estate 
Probate • Estate Planning • Power of Attorney

Shannon K. Burnett, Esquire 
(803) 786-1758 • FAX: (803) 786-1759

shannonburnettlaw.com
109 N. Main Street, Blythewood
2537 Gervais Street, Columbia

Wallace Law Offices
Serving the Blythewood community 

P. O. Box 763, Blythewood , 754-8786

AUTO SALES
Wilson Chevrolet 

New and used cars 
parts and service 

798 U.S. Hwy. 321, Winnsboro  
1-800-789-1304
 • (803)635-4614

Wilson Chrysler,  
Dodge, Jeep

New and used cars
 parts and service 

238 Congress Street, Winnsboro 
1-800-551-1767 • (803) 635-4923

McDaniels Acura/VW/Mazda
Home of Warranty Forever 

501 W. Killian Road  
I-77/Exit 22 - 1/2 mile toward Clemson Road

(803) 786-6400
www.mcdanielsautogroup.com

AUTO SERVICE

Blythewood Automotive
Complete range of automotive repairs Parts, 

labor guaranteed 
25 years experience 

10334 Wilson Blvd., Blythewood, 786-2886
  

BANKING
Mid Carolina Credit Union

“Our community. Our focus” 
No min. balance checking

Savings - Auto - Credit Card - 
Home Loans

10350 Wilson Blvd., Blythewood
(Across from the DMV)

midcarolinacu.com (803) 432-8521

CLEANING SERVICES

The Dirty Work of SC, LLC
Commercial & Residential Cleaning

Weekly-Biweekly-Monthly
Maid Service - One-Time Cleanings

Post-Construction for Builders

www.thedirtyworkLLC.com
Call (803)446-1020 when you need someone 

to do The Dirty Work! 

Sparkle and Shine 
Cleaning Company 

Commercial & Residential Cleaning Services 
Licensed-Bonded-Insured

Established in 1995 - BBB A+ Member
Free Estimates, Competitive Rates, 

References Available, Referral Program
We offer a variety of customized packages

Deep/Initial Cleaning, Weekly, Biweekly, 
Monthly

Call us today or visit our website:
Libby Boozer - (803) 315-7932

www.sparkleshinecc.com

COFFEE SHOPS

Bloomin’ Bean Coffee Bar 
Freshly Brewed Specialty Coffees,

Expresso and Frappes
412-C McNulty Street

Blythewood, SC 29016
(803) 223-9661

DENTISTRY
Blythewood Family Dentistry 
General family & cosmetic dentistry 

205 Blythewood Road,
 Blythewood, 691-4430

Elite Smiles Dental, PA
Family, Cosmetic & Implant Dentistry 

9020 Farrow Road 
(803) 419-5002

www.elitesmilessc.com
Andrew G. Gambrell, DMD

DRY CLEANING

Tripp’s Fine Cleaners
“You’ve chosen the finest” 

In IGA shopping plaza 
Blythewood, 333-9191

ELECTRICIANS

Brown Electric, LLC
All phases of electrical work 

No job is too small 
Now offering solar power 

and emergency generators.
Now accepting credit cards

 Licensed & Insured 
Call (803) 315-7680

FENCES/DECKS/DOCKS

All Season Services LLC
Installation of 3 & 4 board fence

Chainlink • Wire fence • Privacy fences
Automatic gates • Deck installation

Dock insrtallation •  Licensed & Insured (BBB)
(803) 240-7056 • allseasons11@yahoo.com

FLORISTS

Blythewood Gloriosa Florist
Flowers for all occasions

412-D McNulty Street
Blythewood, SC 29016

(803) 691-1820
blythewoodgloriosaflorist.com

GUTTERS

Exterior Dreams 
& Seamless Gutters

6” seamless gutters
Owner/Operator Chuck Mosier

will match or beat any of our gutter 
competitors’ prices
Office: 425-7160

HARDWARE & FEED

Blythewood Feed 
and Hardware

Seed & fertilizer • garden, 
hunting & fishing supplies 

More than 30 years of service
 to the Blythewood community
Across from Post Office, 754-0534 

HOME REPAIR/
IMPROVEMENT

     Ron Wilson
For Quality Work at a Reasonable 

Price Call (803) 413-1612
Carpentry, Insulation, Drywall,

Painting, Brick and Block, 
Plumbing & Electrical Repairs

Serving Blythewood and Surrounding 
Counties For 50 Years!

Business Directory
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INSURANCE
Allstate Insurance, 
Kellie Ballentine

Auto • Home • Life • Business 
Financial Services  

162 Langford Road, Blythewood  
Phone: 691-3000 • Fax: 691-3099

INSURANCE
Upchurch & Jowers Insurance

Independent Agency 
Home • Auto • Business
Workers Compensation

803-256-2676 or 1-800-922-2449

LANDSCAPE & 
IRRIGATION

All Seasons Services, LLC
Irrigation Service & Installation 

Property Management • Landscape Lighting • 
Installation Sod • Mulch
Straw • Plants • Trees

Rock walkways & Decorative Rock 
Fertilizer Treatment Program • Free Estimates

Licensed & Insured (BBB)
Call Justin Swindler, (803) 240-7056 

email:allseasons11@yahoo.com 

   Greenscape
  Landscape •  Design, Install, Maintenance

         Irrigation • Design, Install, Repair
Skid Steer • Clearing, Grading, Bush Hogging

  (803) 767-2748

LANDSCAPE MANAGEMENT
Commercial Landscape 

Management
Farm management

Bobcat Work • Clearing  • Grading 
Drain Work • Commercial Irrigation

Bush Hogging • Licensed & Insured (BBB)
Call Justin Swindler, (803) 240-7056 

email:allseasons11@yahoo.com 
web: www.allseasonsservicesllc.com

LAWN & GARDEN
Atlas Lawn & Landscape, LLC

of Blythewood
Year-round Maintenance • Install & Design 

Landscapes & Hardscapes 
Includes Mulching, Planting Sod, Stone, etc.

MOSQUITOS, TOO!
From Our Family to Yours for Over 15 Years

www.AtlasLawns.com
Free Estimates

Devin Lanier, Owner
803-570-2128

Custom Lawn Service
Maintenance • roof & gutter cleaning

 junk removal • aeration • windows & more • 
residential & commercial 

754-5688

MARTIAL ARTS
Blythewood Tae Kwon Do USA
Children ages 3 & up, men, women, 

(803) 735-0470
blythewoodtaekwondo.com

(803) 735-0470
blythewoodtaekwondo.com

MEDICAL
Blythewood Pharmacy

& Home Medical Equipment
Your Wellness Partners Since 1981!

Compounding
Flu Shots & Vaccinations

Bath Safety, Braces & Supports
 & Lift Chairs

Diabetic Testing, Supplies & Shoes
Vitamins & Herbal Supplements

E-Prescriptions & 24 Hour Refill Line
710-C University Village Drive, 

Blythewood, SC 29016
Mon.-Fri. 9am-7pm Sat. 9am-2pm

www.blythewoodpharmacy.com
803-786-8110

PAINTING
Robert Brewer Painting

Interior & exterior • sheetrock repairs  
textured ceiling • pressure washing  
Free estimates • Licensed & insured 

Call 754-0374

PEST CONTROL
Bug Slayer

• Monthly mosquito treatments
• Quarterly indoor/outdoor pest control

 • Annual contracts
 • Integrated pest control 
management systems
• One-time services

Blythewood’s Leading Pest Control Company
(803) 240-7056

www.allseasonsservicesinc.com

RESIDENTIAL
MOISTURE CONTROL
All Seasons Services, Inc.

• Vapor Barriers
• Sump Pump Installations
 • Water Damage Repairs

• Mold Treatments
• Free Inspections & Estimates

Licensed & Insured
(803) 240-7056

www.allseasonsservicesinc.com

ROOFING
Wilson’s Roofing, Inc.
“We Take It to the Next Level”
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

20+ Years Professional Experience
New Roof, Re-Roofing, Tear-Offs, 
Repairs, FREE Roof Inspections

Website: www.WilsonsRoofingInc.net
Email: Info@WilsonsRoofingInc.net

Blythewood 
Call Michael Wilson(803) 513-0586

TREE SERVICES
Bates Tree Service
& Stump Grinding 

Free Estimates 
Licensed & Insured 

30 Years Experience • (803) 718-5605 
(803) 635-0410

WELL SERVICES
All Seasons Services LLC
Repair & installation of well pumps 
Yearly inspection • Bladder tank/ 
pressure switch replacements

Irrigation & shallow well pump installation
Licensed & Insured (BBB) • (803) 240-7056 

allseasons11@yahoo.com

Business Directory

    
   The path to building Columbia’s premiere 
comic book event started in 2011 when 
Brock found a an original copy of the Jus-
tice League of America comic book pub-
lished by DC Comics in his father’s Gaff-
ney, SC warehouse.  “It was a piece of trash, 
a dogged-out book, but it was still worth a couple 
of hundred dollars,” said Brock.  
  An investment accountant with the State of 
South Carolina, Brock was aware of the blue-
chip returns in the secondary comic book mar-
ket and from that single find he started an online 
comic book store that led him to make contacts 
at conventions, within the community of artists, 
investors and collectors. In 2015, seeing the po-
tential for a large-scale comic book event, Brock 
and his partners held the first Soda City Comic 
Con. The occasion was almost a literal washout, 
as it was scheduled to occur on the weekend 
of the historic October floods.  Requiring six 
months of planning to coordinate the 55 vendors 

and 70 artists, as well as staff and volunteers re-
quired to pull off an event of this scale, Brock 
and his partners forged ahead and in 2016 their 
work paid off when crowds filled the Convention 
Center and the Soda City Comic Con put itself 
on the map as a statewide draw.  
   Now in its third year, Soda City Comic Con has 
almost reached maximum capacity level for the 
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center and 
Brock is quick to point out that this would not 
have been possible without his partners, family 
members, and the volunteers who give their time. 
   A resident of Blythewood since 2015, Brock 
and his wife Mary reside in Oakhurst Subdivi-
sion with their three children.  Joining the Plan-
ning Commission in September of last year, he 
has quickly become one of the most vocal mem-
bers serving on this board.  Remarking on his 
public service, Brock said, “When we moved to 
Blythewood from downtown, I wanted to have 
some sort of impact in the town where my chil-
dren were growing up…I saw an opportunity 
to build a town and at some point to have some 
say in the environment where my kids grow up.”  
When asked about plans for the future, Brock 
also indicated that he hopes to run for Town 
Council in November.  
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Soda City
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Community Calendar
BLYTHEWOOD

• FARMERS MARKET. The Bly-
thewood Farmers Market will 
be held each Wed. through 
the month of October in 
Doko Meadows, 171 Lang-
ford Rd., from 4 until 7pm.

. HILLCLIMBERS.. Hillclimbers, a 
nondenominational senior activ-
ity, will be held on Sept. 5 in the 
Youth Building at Trinity United 
Methodist Church.  Program on 
fall gardening presented by the 
Clemson Extension office will 
begin at 11am with lunch follow-
ing at noon provided by  Scot-
tie’s for a cost of $7. Please call 
or text (803) 673-2051 by 6pm 
on Sept. 3 to reserve lunch.

. HOOF & PAW. The Hoof & Paw 
Benevolent Society will hold 
their monthly meeting on Sept. 
7 in the rear dining room at 
Lizard’s Thicket in Blythewood 
at 6:30pm. Bob Innes, Direc-

tor of Fairfield Animal Con-
trol will be the guest speaker.

• HONORING THE BRAVE. Dunbar 
Funeral Home, Northeast Cha-
pel will hold a dedication of 
Dunbar’s Monument of Honor 
for our Armed Services, First 
Responders and those who 
have paid the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country on Sat., Sept. 
9  at 7 pm at 4219 Hard Scrab-
ble  Rd., Columbia 29223. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Please RSVP to 803-788-6310.

. BALLOONS & TUNES. Sept. 22, 
from 6-8pm at Doko Mead-
ows. Bring a blanket or lawn 
chairs and enjoy a free concert 
by the VillageBands and see 
the hot air balloon. Event will 
include food trucks from Scot-
tie’s. Doko Smoke, San Jose, 
Scott Benny’s,  The Donut Guy, 
Kiki’s and Rita’s. Inflatables, 
balloon animals and more! 
Email beki@blythewood vil-

lage.com for more information.
 

 RIDGEWAY

• AA MEETINGS. Alcoholics Anon-
ymous meetings are held on 
Mondays at 7:30 pm at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, par-
ish house, 296 E. Church St./
Longtown Rd., in Ridgeway. For 
more information contact David 
K. at (803) 673-1399.

 WINNSBORO

. ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS SUP-
PORT. Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group is designed to 
provide emotional, educational 
and social support for caregiv-
ers. Meetings are held the sec-
ond Tues. of every month from 
6 to 7 pm at the Council on Ag-
ing Senior Center Building, 210 
E. Washington St., in Winns-
boro. For more info call Deb-
bie Brown at (803) 633-4282 or 

Wanda Mills at (803) 3015.

• FARMERS MARKET. The Winns-
boro Farmers and Artisans 
Market will be held each Sat. 
through the month of October 
from 9am to 1pm at the Clock 
Tower, 100  S. Congress St. 
Please visit Facebook for mar-
ket events, vendors & more de-
tails.

• ANNUAL MEETING. The Fairfield 
County Farm Bureau will hold 
its annual meeting for voting 
members on Sept. 28. Reser-
vations are required. For more 
information contact Tina Bryant 
at (803)635-5569 or email tina-
bryant@scfbins.com

• FCAC MEETING. The Fairfield 
County Arts Council will hold its 
monthly meeting on Sat., Sept. 
16 at 5pm during the reception 
for the Plein Air painting con-
test at the Winnsboro Women’s 
Club, 102 S. Vanderhorst St.

Tonya 

Page

General 

Manager

803-767-3373

Sales 

Representative

803-432-6157

Or

Michell

Holden

To advertise in the Business Directory
Contact Tonya Page

General Manager 803-767-3373
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216 EAST MARION STREET
KERSHAW, SC 29067

(803) 475-3475
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

2689 HIGHWAY #1.SOUTH
ELGIN, SC 29045

(803) 438-7698
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

1344 HAILE STREET
CAMDEN, SC 29020

(803) 432-1996
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

SAT 8:00 AM - 4:00 PM

710 DEWITT DRIVE
LUGOFF, SC 29078

(803) 438-1806
MON-FRI 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Eighteen primary care physicians and physician extenders with 250 combined years experience, 
serving patients in Kershaw, Lancaster, Lee, Richland, Sumter and surrounding counties.

SHEALTH PARTNERS, P.A.
SENTINEL

PRIMARY CARE DIVISION

Our mission is simple -
GOOD HEALTH FOR YOUR FAMILY

Our mission is simple -
GOOD HEALTH FOR YOUR FAMILY

Coogler’s Corner
J. Gordon Coogler was never dissuaded from writing his poetry, 

even though he had many, many critics. He became a self-taught, 
self-published American poet who achieved notoriety as a ‘prolif-
ic producer of bad verse.” Nevertheless, in 1897 Coogler printed a 
one-volume edition of his complete works, Purely Original Verse, 
which sold more than five thousand copies, mostly to customers 
outside the South.  Probably, Coogler’s most familiar poem to us 
here, in Blythewood, is “IMPOSSIBLE”, which to some may be 
quite the inspiration to never give up on your passion.

IMPOSSIBLE
You may as well try to change the course 
Of yonder sun
To north and south,
As to subdue by criticism
This heart of verse,
Or close this mouth. 

Celebrate J. Gordon Coogler’s 
154th birthday by composing a 
poem!

In honor of J. Gordon Coogler, 
the Bard of Blythewood, and 
in celebration of National Po-
etry Month, the BRAVO Bly-
thewood Arts Council is seeking 
poetry from students and adults 
to publish during the month of 
April.

To submit a poem, include 
your name, age and grade level, 
phone number, and school that 

you attend if you are a student. 

All entries must be received 
by Friday, April 23rd at 5:00 PM

Contest Rules
1. Poems must be original 

(which means you have to write 
it yourself) and may be on any 
topic up to 20 lines in length.

2. Up to three poems will 
be selected for each age group 
category for publication in the 
Country Chronicle. Categories 
include grades K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 

9-12 and Adult.
3. Submitted poems must be 

previously unpublished.
4. Only one submission per 

participant is allowed.
5. Poems will be judged 

on originality, creativity and 
form.

6. No illustrations, please. 
7. Submissions must be re-

ceived no later than Friday, 
April 23rd at 5:00 PM.

8. Send your submission to 
Info@ bravoblythewood.com.

J. Gordon Coogler  - Poetry Contest



                                                                                THE COUNTRY CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019  •  9   

Frances Corson poses with her granddaughter Brelynn during 
Sunday’s Family Fun Fest.

Family Fun Fest

FOOD
VENDORS

KIDS
ACTIVITIES

BEER AND WINE
SALES
BENEFITING
BRAVO! BLYTHEWOOD

PALMETTO CITIZENS FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION AMPHITHEATER
 DOKO MEADOWS PARK - BLYTHEWOOD

FREE LIVE 6 P.M.- 9 P.M.
MUSIC!
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Doko Meadows Park served as host to a fundraiser 
organized by Pine View Baptist Church and the Town 
of Blythewood benefiting Brelynn Briggs-Seeger and 
her family on Sun., April 14. Seeger suffers from a 
very rare Combined Variable Immune Deficiency 
called IKAROS and is scheduled for a bone marrow 
transplant at Duke University Children’s Hospital in 
Durham, N.C.  The family has been advised that they 
will have to move to Durham after the transplant and 
remain there for six months to a year.   

“Today we are raising money for the Seeger family 
for a bone marrow transplant. It will probably be 6 
months to a year without any kind of income, so ev-
ery bit of the money generated here today is going to 
help pay for bills while they, the family, are in North 
Carolina at Duke University Hospital,” said Pastor D. 
J. Kirkland of Pine View Baptist.  

Approximately 150 volunteers from the church and 
community staffed the event with cadets from the Bly-
thewood Bengal Battalion helping to direct traffic. Pas-

tor Kirkland said, “The whole church loves this family 
but also loves the greater community of Blythewood 
and they just wanted to come out and help this family 
and be a blessing and share God’s love with them and 
everyone in the Blythewood community.”

Kids were treated to bouncy houses and face paint-
ing while adults enjoyed delicious food from Doko 
Smoke, Scottie’s and Sweet Peas as an all-day long 
assortment of live bands played in the amphitheater. 
Donations by Cam Newton, Dabo Sweeney, Dawn 
Staley, Riverbanks Zoo and A&E’s Live PD as well 
as many others had attendees stuffing the raffle boxes 
to capacity. 

Expressing her thanks to her church, Mayor Mike 
Ross and the Town of Blythewood, an emotional 
Mandy Briggs-Seeger said, “From here we go to Duke 
on Wednesday to look at the match for the potential 
donor and we will do roughly two weeks of testing for 
the transplant.  Brelynn will be admitted on April 29, 
to start the process if everything goes right.” 

Photo by Robert White
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        Photo provided by BHS

Bengals Baseball Takes 2019 Region IV-AAAAA Championship
By Robert White

The Blythewood High School Baseball team will 
be entering the playoffs as the 2019 Region IV-
AAAAA Champions sporting a perfect 9-0 region 
record after defeating runner-up Spring Valley on 
April 12. Blythewood’s Nate Hinson was bad news 
for the Vikings pitchers, driving in four runs on three 
extra base hits to lead the Bengals past Spring Valley 
12-2. Hinson drove in runs on a double in the first, a 
triple in the third, and a double in the fourth. 

Josh Cowan got things started for the Bengals, 
batting in Landon Lucas from second base. Nate 
Hinson then doubled in Cowan and Jansen stokes to 
put the Bengals up 3-0. The Vikings answered back 
in the top of the third picking up two runs to bring 

the score to 3-2, but Blythewood took control of the 
game putting up six runs in the bottom of the third.  
The offensive onslaught by Blythewood was led by 
Hinson, Colin Jones, Michael Gregory and Lucas. 

Blythewood then added three more runs in the 
bottom of the fourth to go 12-2 and the game ended 
in the bottom of the fifth on the ten-run mercy rule. 
Davis Wright was the winning pitcher for the Ben-
gals, allowing five hits and two runs over four in-
nings and striking out four. Hinson threw one inning 
in relief out of the bullpen. Hinson led Blythewood 
with three hits in three at bats and the Bengals stole 
7 bases on their way to the victory. 

SVHS:  0-0-2-0-0-X-X—2 (5 hits, 3 errors)
BHS:  3-0-6-3-X-X-X--12 (7 hits, 0 errors) 

Bengals Softball Powers Past Vikings

By Robert White
The BHS softball team stole the lead late in 

the game to defeat Spring Valley 11-8 on Thurs., 
April 11. Blythewood got things moving in the 
first inning when a Vikings fielding error on a 
Kailey Shannon bunt scored two runs for the 
Bengals to go 2-0. A passed ball brought Shan-
non in on the next play taking it to 3-0. The Ben-
gals then added two runs in the top of the fourth 
to go up 5-0, but Spring Valley came to life in the 
bottom of the inning, scoring three runs to get 
within two at 5-3. 

Blythewood bounced back scoring two runs in 
the fifth and one in the sixth to gain a five run ad-
vantage, but Spring Valley scored five runs tying 
the score in the sixth.  With the game tied at eight 

all in the top of the seventh, Savannah Coyne 
then singled on a 3-2 count, scoring one run to 
give the Bengals the go ahead run 9-8. Two wild 
pitches brought Kalei Swanier to third then to 
home to put the Bengal’s up 10-8. Blythewood 
then finished the inning with a Kendall Parker 
triple that scored Ellen Rogers to go 11-8. 

Kendall Parker earned the victory on the 
mound for Blythewood allowing five hits and 
eight runs over seven innings and striking out 
two. The Bengals racked up 11 hits on the day 
with Grace Campbell, Coyne, and Parker each 
having multiple hits.  Campbell went 3-for-5 at 
the plate to lead the Bengals. 

BHS:  3-0-0-2-2-1-3--11 (11 hits, 3 errors) 

SVHS:  0-0-0-3-0-5-0--8 (5 hits, 2 errors)

Redhawks Baseball Takes Tough 
Loss from White Plains

By Robert White
The Redhawks varsity baseball team travelled 

to the Hanahan Invitational for spring break to 
compete in a tournament featuring 38 varsity 
teams from New York, North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Virginia.  Unfortunately Westwood 
couldn’t keep up with first round draw White 
Plains, falling 14-3 on Monday to the visiting 
Tigers from New York. 

White Plains collected 12 hits on the day. 

Josh Wise was on the mound for Westwood 
surrendering one run on one hit over one and 
two-thirds innings, striking out one and walking 
one.  Dylan Bailey, Eddie Olmeda and C. Linn 
each contributed in relief for the Redhawks. Josh 
Wise led Westwood batters with one hit in three 
at bats. 

WHS:  0-0-0-1-2-X-X—3 (1 hit, 4 errors)
WPHS:  0-1-3-5-5-X-X--14 (12 hits, 2 errors) 

Redhawks Softball Headed 
to Playoffs

By Robert White
Westwood’s softball team recovered 

a late lead to claim a 10-9 victory over 
Ridge View on Thurs. April 11. With the 
victory the team clinched their first post 
season appearance in the Region play-
offs. 

The Redhawks started out hot against 
the Blazers driving in 6 runs in the first 
and second innings, but the Blazers slow-
ly drew themselves back into the game 
getting two runs in the second, third and 
fourth to tie things up at 6-6 in the top 
of the fifth when the Redhawks pulled 
away with a four-run inning powered by 
singles from Deneathia Dixon and Emily 
Hedrick. The Blazers picked up two runs 
in the bottom of the fifth taking advan-

tage of two extra base hits to bring the 
score to 10-8. 

Ridge View would get one last chance 
to tie things up in the bottom of the sev-
enth, spending two outs getting a single 
RBI to draw the game close at 10-9, but 
this would prove to be the final score. 
Redhawks ace Marlena Perez was the 
winning pitcher allowing ten hits and 
nine runs over seven innings and strik-
ing out 13. Hedrick, Dixon, Olivia Bur-
roughs, and Perez all had multiple hits 
with Hedrick going 3-for-5 at the plate to 
lead Westwood. 

WHS:  4-2-0-0-4-0-0--10 (14 hits, 2 
errors)

RVHS:  0-2-2-2-2-0-1—9 (13 hits, 3 

errors)

        Photo provided by WHS
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Sparkleberry Country Fair Ends After 23-Year Run
During a meeting held on Monday, April 8, the Sparkle-

berry Country Fair Board voted to discontinue the fair, 
which had been held annually on the last Saturday of 
April since 1995. Following the 2018 fair, the property 
that hosted the fair during the past 23 years became un-
available. After an exhaustive search of Richland County 
the board was unable to find a suitable replacement lo-
cation. Many possible locations were explored, but none 

met the minimum requirements needed to safely operate 
the fair.

“We had a great run over the past 23 years,” said Fair 
Chairman Bill McCracken.  “We raised over $900,000.00 
for the Richland Two School District, made a lot of new 
friends, and had fun in the process.” 

The Class of 2019 scholarship recipients will be the last 
for the Sparkleberry Country Fair, and remaining funds 

will be donated to the Richland Two Foundation.
The Sparkleberry Country Fair Board extends its grati-

tude to Clemson University and the Sandhills Recreation 
and Education Center for hosting the Fair during its 23-
year run. The board would also like to thank all the vol-
unteers and community members who contributed to the 
success of the fair for so many years.

Unique Drake Leading USA 
Today Best Name Poll

Unique Drake, a point guard and four star recruit 
at Westwood, has been singled out this month for 
a “unique” reason by USA Today.  April is Girls 
Sports Month and as part of USA TODAY’s 4th 
annual High School Girls Sports Month celebration 
the publication is having its readers pick the female 
athlete with the best sports name. Names on the 
list of 15 nominees include Sasha Goforth, Trea-
sure Hunt, Koi Love and Kola Bad Bear.  While 
all names on the nominee list are interesting, the 
readers have voted Unique Drake into first place 
halfway through the month-long process and as 
of April 15, Drake had accumulated 7,227 votes. 
To cast your ballot for Unique visit https://usato-
dayhss.com and click on All Name team.

March Madness Comes To An End With 
More Than Just Virginia Winning 

The Dental Office of Dr. Philip C. Wilkins and Dr. Reid P. Warren, located at 124 
N. Congress St. in Winnsboro, sponsored the 5th annual March Madness bracket chal-
lenge. The first place prize, a $300 Visa Gift Card, was awarded to William ‘Bill’ Stid-
ham of Winnsboro. The second place prize, a $150 Visa gift card, was awarded to Joel 
‘Eric’ Johnson of Winnsboro. 

Pictured left to right above are Eric Johnson, Dr. Philip C. Wilkins, and Bill Stid-
ham. Congratulations to the winners!

Fannie Prioleau 
Johnson 

Celebrates 100th 
Birthday

 Happy 100th Birthday to Fairfield County’s very own Fannie Prioleau 
Johnson!  Born in Ridgeway on April 10, 1919, Johnson was educated in Fair-
field schools and is a lifelong member of Winnsboro’s Shiloh First Independent 
Church. Married to the late John Joseph Johnson, Sr. and the mother of four 

children, on April 13, friends and relatives gathered from near and far to celebrate 
this great lady’s birthday at Winnsboro’s Carolina Event Center.  A lifetime home-

maker, Johnson enjoys fishing, working in her garden and reading her Bible. 



In The Churches

    Aimwell Presbyterian Church PCA
265 S. Means Street, Ridgeway

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. • Traditional Worship: 11 a.m.
Pastor Erwin Threatt• (803) 337-2386

Bethel Baptist Church
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.• Worship 10:15 a.m.

Bible Study on Wednesday s at 7 p.m. 
275 McNulty Road, Blythewood, 754-8949

Blythewood Baptist Church
101 Bass Road

Sunday School: 9:45 a.m. 
Worship: 11 a.m. and 9 p.m.

“Holding Forth the Word of Life”

Blythewood Presbyterian  Church, PCA
Sundays: Coffee, 10 a.m. •  Worship, 10:30 a.m.

441 Rimer Pond Rd., Blythewood
www.blythewoodpres.com

Cedar Creek Baptist Church 
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  

Worship 10:55 a.m. & Wed. 6 p.m. 

Final Authority Christian Church
Sunday Service 9 a.m. 

Wednesday Bible Study, 6:30 p.m.
1632 Friendly Woods Road, Columbia • 714-0761

Good Aim Missionary Baptist Church
Sunday School  9 a.m. • Worship 10:30 a.m. 

Bible Study,  Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. 
1308 Cherokee Blvd., Elgin (803) 438-3737

Harvest Fellowship  Church
5360 Hard Scrabble  Road

Blythewood, SC 29016
Phone: 803-714-9166

Email: hfcharvest5360@gmail.com
Sundays: Foundations 1&2 - 8:45am-9:45am 

10am-12:00 -  Sunday Service
Tuesdays: 7pm-8pm - Intercessory Prayer
Thursdays: 7pm-9 pm - Midweek Service

Little Zion Baptist Church
    8229 Winnsboro Rd.
  Blythewood, SC 29016

803.786.6784
  Sunday School 9:00 AM

      Worship 10:00 AM  
Prayer Service & Bible Study
    Wednesdays @ 6:00 PM

      Pastor - E. W. Davis 

 Macedonia Baptist Church
Sunday School 9 a.m. • Worship 10:15 a.m.

72 Macedonia Church Road
Ridgeway, 337-3205

Mt. Seir Baptist Church
Sunday School 9 a.m. Worship 10 a.m. 

Noon day Prayer and Bible Study  Wednesday
136 Rimer Pond Road, Blythewood 754-5278

Mt. Zion Baptist Church
     Sunday School 9 a.m.
   • Worship 10:15 a.m.

Bible study Wednesday 6:30 p.m.
1025 Abney Hill Road • 754-8393

New Free Hope Independent Church
Sunday School 10 a.m. • Worship 11 a.m. 

Mon. 7 p.m. • Wed. 6:30 p.m. 
1128 Marthan Road • 735-7944

New Kirk Presbyterian
491 Langford Road, PO Box 456

Blythewood, SC  29016
803-754-7557 • www.newkirkpres.com

Sunday Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Nursery care and children’s church available

Perfecting Faith Church
Sunday School  9:30 a.m. 

Worship 10:30 a.m. • Thurs. 7 p.m. 
276 Rimer Pond Road • (803) 754-4595

www.perfectingfaithministries.com

Round Top Baptist Church
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. • Worship 8 & 10:30 a.m.

 120 Round Top Court • 786-1329
www.roundtopbaptist.org

Sandy Level Baptist Church
Traditional Service: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School:10:10 a.m.
Journey Service: 11:10 a.m.

408 Blythewood Road • 754-1299

St. Andrew’s Lutheran Church
1729 Blythewood Road

Worship Service at 9:30AM
(803) 735-8598

St. Mark’s Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship 11 a.m.

www.lutheransc.org
105 Main Street, Blythewood  

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Established 1839  ChurchService -10:30 a.m.

307 Longtown Road, Ridgeway •Call 337-2905 
www.ststephenssc.org

www.ststephenssc.org/churchwindows

Transfiguration Catholic Church
Masses: Sat., 4 p.m. & Sun. , 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

306 North Pines Road, 735-0512
www.transfigurationsc.org

 Trinity United Methodist Church
Pastor:  Clyde Scott

Associate Pastor: Cheryl Rhodes
Worship 8:45 a.m., 11 a.m. • Sunday School 10 a.m.
Contemporary Worship 11 a.m. in the Youth Building

90 Boney Road, 786-1637
www.trinityblythewood.com

Village Church
Sunday,9:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

574 Rimer Pond Road • 419-0989 
Erik Estep, Pastor • www.blythewoodvillage.com

Word Alive Worship Center 
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Wednesday Bible study 7 p.m.
2263 US Hwy 21, Ridgeway, 337-2138 

www.wawc@sc.rr.com
Pastor: Andre Small

ChurChes 
in the 

Community
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108th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY: Please join Macedonia Bap-
tist Church of Ridgeway as they celebrate their 108th 
Church Anniversary on Sun., May 5, at 2pm. Rev. A.A. 
Neal, pastor of Antioch  Baptist Church in Columbia will 
be the guest preacher.

FUN AT THE LAKE: Lake Wateree Baptist Church will host 
a free outdoor event for the whole community on Sat., 
May 4, from 2-4pm at its lakeside pavilion. The event 
will include snacks, popcorn, snow cones and games for 
kids. There will also be door prizes for kids, teens and 
adults. The church is located 5859 River  Rd., Ridge-
way, SC 29130. For more information please call (803) 
337-8917.

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION: Antioch Baptist Church, lo-

cated at 1145 Old  Windmill Rd., in Ridgeway, will hold 
its 138th Anniversary Celebration on April 28 at 2:30pm. 
Speaker will be Rev. Dr. James L. Coleman,  Jr., pastor 
of Second Calvary  Baptist Church in Heath Springs.

EASTER SERVICE:   Bethel Baptist Church, located at 275 
McNulty Rd. in Blythewood will hold a Pastor’s Anni-
versary celebration on April 14, at 2:30pm.  The church 
will hold its Easter Worship Service on Sun., April 21, at 
8am.

EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE:   Lake Wateree Baptist Church, 
located at 5859 River Rd., Ridgway 29130, will hold an 
Easter Sunrise Service on April 21, at 6:45am by the 
lake. Breakfast will follow in the fellowship hall. The 
community is invited to attend. 
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GUNNER’S SPORTS REPORTS
BMS Soccer Teams Wrap-Up Season
By Gunner Norene

On Mon., April 8, the 
Blythewood Middle School 
soccer teams traveled to 
Muller Road Middle with 
the Lady Chargers defeat-
ing the Mustangs 8-0 in a 
blowout. The boys game 
had to be called after half-
time due to inclement 
weather. Leading 1-0 at the 
half, BMS was awarded the 
victory.  

On the following Wednes-
day both teams took on the 
Kelly Mill Green Wave with 
the Lady Chargers taking a 
3-0 victory.  Hallie Ramos, 
Jessie Woodley and Gabby 
Hollis each scored 1 goal. It 
has been a great season for 
the lady Chargers as they 

finish the season with a per-
fect 12-0 record.  

Lady Chargers head 
coach Shelby Rood com-
mented, “Kelly Mill played 
us tough our last game, but 
our defenders played well 
and didn’t allow them many 
shots on goal. This season I 
am most proud of the work 
ethic these girls have put in. 
They constantly want to im-
prove and put in the work at 
practice by going 100% and 
being coachable.”

The Blythewood boys 
lost their last game of the 
season 1-3 against Kelly 
Mill. The Chargers only 
had 2 shots on goal and 
their defense just didn’t 
play as well as they have 
in the past. The goal scored 

by Blythewood was scored 
by Cameron Shepard. The 
Chargers had a successful 
season, finishing with a 9-3 
record.

Blythewood head coach, 
“Coach P” said, “I feel that 
our boys team played very 
well. We were outsized but 
we moved the ball very 
well. Very unfortunate on 
a few chances though. We 
were very short handed but 
played with big hearts. My 
proudest moment this year 
was when we beat Dent 3-1 
in a very tough game. We 
were plagued with injuries 
which played a big part in 
us not taking the district 
title, but that’s the way the 
ball rolls.”

By Sal Sharpe, Garden Columnist

Is it too late to plant? Well if you were planning on a 
winter garden the answer is yes, but it’s not too late for 
your summer garden. Fact is it’s just the right time.

The seed packets that you purchase from big box stores 
are generic. They have to try to have directions that are 
good for South Carolina, Maine, California and China. 
Maybe not for China, but you get what I am saying.

Climates are very different and most seed packets say 
plant two weeks after the last frost. Well, the last frost de-
pends on where you live.

First, throw those seed packets in the garbage and get 
yourself out to a real garden shop, formally known as a 

feed and seed.
Secondly, think about South Carolina’s unique climate. 

Here in the Midlands, we have almost six months of sum-
mer and six months of cooler weather. Most crops, not all, 
but most take about three months to mature. This means 
that you can plant your tomato plants from late April until 
July and if we have a late summer like last year, you prob-
ably can plant until August.

Now it is harder to find transplants to purchase after 
Mother’s Day, but you can root your tomatoes from cut-
tings. It is super simple.

Squash, zucchini, corn, peas and cucumbers are so easy 
to grow from seed, so purchase extra. Peppers, tomatoes 
and eggplants are much more difficult, but can be done.

 You see, in the olden days which were only about a 
generation back we planted in succession. Something was 
planted or replanted every month. This way you always 
had something to harvest and your crops where not all 
ready at the same time.

Planting on Good Friday is a great tradition, but keep 
in mind that in South Carolina, you can plant year round. 
Plant a row of corn today and another in a few weeks. Do 
the same with peppers and tomatoes and of course beans. 
Plant a little and plant often and as always, Let’s Get Grow-
ing South Carolina!

Sal Sharpe is owner of Sal’s Ol’ Timey Feed & Seed.  You 
can check out her blog and share your gardening experi-
ences at salslocalseed.com.

GARDEN COLUMN 

Is It Too Late to Plant?
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   The path to building Columbia’s premiere 
comic book event started in 2011 when 
Brock found a an original copy of the Jus-
tice League of America comic book pub-
lished by DC Comics in his father’s Gaff-
ney, SC warehouse.  “It was a piece of trash, 
a dogged-out book, but it was still worth a couple 
of hundred dollars,” said Brock.  
  An investment accountant with the State of 
South Carolina, Brock was aware of the blue-
chip returns in the secondary comic book mar-
ket and from that single find he started an online 
comic book store that led him to make contacts 
at conventions, within the community of artists, 
investors and collectors. In 2015, seeing the po-
tential for a large-scale comic book event, Brock 
and his partners held the first Soda City Comic 
Con. The occasion was almost a literal washout, 
as it was scheduled to occur on the weekend 
of the historic October floods.  Requiring six 
months of planning to coordinate the 55 vendors 

and 70 artists, as well as staff and volunteers re-
quired to pull off an event of this scale, Brock 
and his partners forged ahead and in 2016 their 
work paid off when crowds filled the Convention 
Center and the Soda City Comic Con put itself 
on the map as a statewide draw.  
   Now in its third year, Soda City Comic Con has 
almost reached maximum capacity level for the 
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center and 
Brock is quick to point out that this would not 
have been possible without his partners, family 
members, and the volunteers who give their time. 
   A resident of Blythewood since 2015, Brock 
and his wife Mary reside in Oakhurst Subdivi-
sion with their three children.  Joining the Plan-
ning Commission in September of last year, he 
has quickly become one of the most vocal mem-
bers serving on this board.  Remarking on his 
public service, Brock said, “When we moved to 
Blythewood from downtown, I wanted to have 
some sort of impact in the town where my chil-
dren were growing up…I saw an opportunity 
to build a town and at some point to have some 
say in the environment where my kids grow up.”  
When asked about plans for the future, Brock 
also indicated that he hopes to run for Town 
Council in November.  
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Community Calendar
BLYTHEWOOD

• FARMERS MARKET. The Bly-
thewood Farmers Market will 
be held each Wed. through 
the month of October in 
Doko Meadows, 171 Lang-
ford Rd., from 4 until 7pm.

. HILLCLIMBERS.. Hillclimbers, a 
nondenominational senior activ-
ity, will be held on Sept. 5 in the 
Youth Building at Trinity United 
Methodist Church.  Program on 
fall gardening presented by the 
Clemson Extension office will 
begin at 11am with lunch follow-
ing at noon provided by  Scot-
tie’s for a cost of $7. Please call 
or text (803) 673-2051 by 6pm 
on Sept. 3 to reserve lunch.

. HOOF & PAW. The Hoof & Paw 
Benevolent Society will hold 
their monthly meeting on Sept. 
7 in the rear dining room at 
Lizard’s Thicket in Blythewood 
at 6:30pm. Bob Innes, Direc-

tor of Fairfield Animal Con-
trol will be the guest speaker.

• HONORING THE BRAVE. Dunbar 
Funeral Home, Northeast Cha-
pel will hold a dedication of 
Dunbar’s Monument of Honor 
for our Armed Services, First 
Responders and those who 
have paid the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country on Sat., Sept. 
9  at 7 pm at 4219 Hard Scrab-
ble  Rd., Columbia 29223. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Please RSVP to 803-788-6310.

. BALLOONS & TUNES. Sept. 22, 
from 6-8pm at Doko Mead-
ows. Bring a blanket or lawn 
chairs and enjoy a free concert 
by the VillageBands and see 
the hot air balloon. Event will 
include food trucks from Scot-
tie’s. Doko Smoke, San Jose, 
Scott Benny’s,  The Donut Guy, 
Kiki’s and Rita’s. Inflatables, 
balloon animals and more! 
Email beki@blythewood vil-

lage.com for more information.
 

 RIDGEWAY

• AA MEETINGS. Alcoholics Anon-
ymous meetings are held on 
Mondays at 7:30 pm at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, par-
ish house, 296 E. Church St./
Longtown Rd., in Ridgeway. For 
more information contact David 
K. at (803) 673-1399.

 WINNSBORO

. ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS SUP-
PORT. Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group is designed to 
provide emotional, educational 
and social support for caregiv-
ers. Meetings are held the sec-
ond Tues. of every month from 
6 to 7 pm at the Council on Ag-
ing Senior Center Building, 210 
E. Washington St., in Winns-
boro. For more info call Deb-
bie Brown at (803) 633-4282 or 

Wanda Mills at (803) 3015.

• FARMERS MARKET. The Winns-
boro Farmers and Artisans 
Market will be held each Sat. 
through the month of October 
from 9am to 1pm at the Clock 
Tower, 100  S. Congress St. 
Please visit Facebook for mar-
ket events, vendors & more de-
tails.

• ANNUAL MEETING. The Fairfield 
County Farm Bureau will hold 
its annual meeting for voting 
members on Sept. 28. Reser-
vations are required. For more 
information contact Tina Bryant 
at (803)635-5569 or email tina-
bryant@scfbins.com

• FCAC MEETING. The Fairfield 
County Arts Council will hold its 
monthly meeting on Sat., Sept. 
16 at 5pm during the reception 
for the Plein Air painting con-
test at the Winnsboro Women’s 
Club, 102 S. Vanderhorst St.

Tonya 

Page

General 

Manager

803-767-3373

Sales 

Representative

803-432-6157

Or

Michell

Holden

TOWN OF WINNSBORO
GAS/WATER/SEWER TECHNICIAN APPRENTICE

RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INSTALLATION AND MAINTENANCE OF NATURAL GAS, WATER 
AND SEWER LINES IN ACCORDANCE WITH FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL REGULATIONS 
WHICH INCLUDES INSTALLING NEW GAS TAPS, MAIN LINES, METERS, HIGH PRESSURE 
REGULATOR SETUPS, MARKING LINES, MAINTAINING RECTIFIERS. INSTALLS AND MAIN-
TAINS WATER LINES WHICH INVOLVE SUCH DUTIES AS INSTALLING METERS, REPAIRING 
BROKEN WATER LINES, PERFORMING GENERAL MAINTENANCE; MAINTAINING WATER 
TANK AREAS, MARKING WATER LINES. ALSO RESPONSIBLE FOR INSTALLATION AND 
MAINTENANCE OF SEWER LINES INCLUDING DUTIES SUCH AS CLEANING AND UNSTOP-
PING SEWER LINES AND MANHOLES, PERFORMING GENERAL MAINTENANCE SUCH AS 
CUTTING GRASS AND CLEANING RIGHT-OF-WAYS. 

MUST TAKE CALL FOR EMERGENCIES.  ABILITY TO OPERATE MACHINE/EQUIPMENT 
SUCH AS JACK HAMMER,  TAPPING MACHINE, SEWER RODDER/AIR COMPRESSOR,  
CEMENT MIXER, ETC.

WELDING CERTIFICATION PREFERRED. MUST BE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE AND HAVE A 
VALID SOUTH CAROLINA DRIVERS LICENSE.

APPLICATIONS/RESUMES WILL BE ACCEPTED AT:

TOWN OF WINNSBORO
PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT

207 NORTH CONGRESS STREET
P. O. BOX 209

WINNSBORO, SC   29180

CLOSING DATE:  April 19, 2019 EOE

TOWN OF WINNSBORO
GAS/WATER/SEWER ADMINISTRATIVE/INVENTORY CLERK POSITION

Under the supervision of the Gas/Water/Sewer Director, maintains parts inventory, tracks 
and maintains fixed assets inventory, processes work orders and work sheets. Provides 
clerical/administrative support services for the Gas/Water/Sewer Departments. Reports 
to the Gas/Water/Sewer Director.

Must be at least 18 years of age. Must be high school graduate or equivalent. 

Applications will be accepted:

Town of Winnsboro
Personnel Department

207 North Congress Street
Winnsboro, SC   29180

 

CLOSING DATE:      April 19, 2019 EOE
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April is Fair Housing Month, a time when we celebrate the Fair Housing Act and recommit 
ourselves to ensuring every American has access to housing that is free from discrimination. 
The Fair Housing Act makes it unlawful to discriminate in housing transactions based on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, or family status. This year, HUD is espe-
cially focused on protecting the right of individuals to feel safe and secure in their homes, free 
from sexual harassment or unwanted sexual advances. Fairfield County recognizes April as 
National Fair Housing Month and desires that its citizens be afforded the opportunity to ob-
tain Fair Housing Choice without the occurrence of discrimination and rejects discrimination 
in the provision of housing on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, familial status, national 
origin or disability.

Davis Anderson, Deputy County Administrator, County Governmental Complex, 350 
Columbia Road, Winnsboro, South Carolina 29180, 803-635-1415, has been designated 
to coordinate compliance with the nondiscrimination requirements contained in the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s regulations.

        

Public Notice   
Fairfield County Recognizes April as 

Fair Housing Month

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
State of South Carolina

BEFORE THE FAIRFIELD COUNTY  COUNCIL
County of Fairfield       

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant to the law, Fairfield County Council will conduct a 
public hearing on the 6th day of May, 2019, 6:00 P.M., in the Council Chambers, Fairfield 
County Governmental Complex, 350 Columbia Road, Winnsboro, South Carolina.

The purpose of this public hearing is to provide for public comment concerning the ap-
plication and expenditure for the Rural Development Community Facilities Programs Grant 
Funds.  At this public hearing, Fairfield County will provide information concerning the pro-
posed use of the funds in an identified program purpose area.  Citizens will have the oppor-
tunity to comment on such items as economic and environmental impacts, service area and 
alternatives to the project.

SUMMER 
PROGRAMMING

 2019
Earth Keepers Summer Programs at Camp Discovery provides 

an ideal way for youth ages 6-12 to unleash their natural curiosity.  
Each day campers will connect with nature using exploration and 
investigation through interpretive hikes, animal encounters, team 
building challenges and nature- themed projects.

Registration for the following Earth Keepers Summer Camp 
Programs is now open:

June 17-21  STEM Camp (Science, Technology, Engineering & 
Math

   June 24-28  The Art & Science of Nature
   July 15-19    Eco Explorers Camp
   July 22-26    Action & Adventure in the Great Outdoors
    Aug. 13-16   Last Blast Before Summer’s Passed (for teacher’s 

children)
Camps run from 9:00am until 4:00pm each day and cost is $195 

per week.  Early drop off and late pick up is available for an ad-
ditional cost.  Camp Discovery is located at 208 Claude Bundrick 
Rd. in Blythewood.  For more information please call (803) 754-
2008 or visit www.campdiscoverysc.org. 
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Pictured above, Assistant Principal Joe “King” Eberlin knights a 
worthy student while Principal Dr. Cheryl “Queen” Guy attempts 
to use a magical voice amplifier.

7th Annual Renaissance 
Fair at Westwood

DOKOFILMFEST.COM

A SHOWCASE FOR FILMMAKERS 

AGES 13-18 THROUGHOUT THE SOUTHEAST.

April 26-27

Friday April 26  |  7 PM  - 9:30 PM 
Reception with Oscar winner Michelle Eisenreich 

Saturday April 27  |  9:30 AM - 5:30 PM 
Film festival screening and award ceremony 

Saturday April 27  |  6 PM - 9 PM  
Concert in the Park at DOKO Manor

TICKETS AND MORE INFO AT:
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Easter Service
Come Celebrate the Good 

News of Great JOY
with us at

The Pavilion 
441 Rimer Pond Road

Blythewood
10:30 a.m.

Outdoor Worship Service

Blythewood
Presbyterian Church

“Hail to thee Westwood! Fair castle in the wood!” 
are the words to Westwood High School’s fitting alma 
mater. Home to some of the districts most progressive 
STEM programs, the school has a well-known reputa-
tion for its allegiance to the celebration of Medieval 
Times. This annual renaissance festival which the en-
tire school participates in takes a year to plan. 

“This year we brought in guest artists such as a 
glass harpist, a recorder ensemble who played and of 
course we have our student performers who did scenes 
from ‘A Midsummers Night Dream’ as well as dance 
groups and musical groups performing period pieces,” 

said Westwood Principal Dr. Cheryl Guy.   
The school also brought in Live Action Role Play 

performers from East Wind Castle in Trenton, SC, 
giving the students an opportunity to see live reenac-
tors demonstrate fighting techniques in armor and an-
swer questions about chivalry and the Knights Code. 
While the fair is both a fun and educational day, a few 
groups from around the school took advantage of the 
crowds to raise funds for worthy causes and students 
Tamia Jackson gave Henna Tattoo’s to benefit Relay 
for Life while the Spanish Club served food and Stu-

dio D students sold candles. 

        Photo provided by WHS
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Town of Winnsboro
 Councilmembers Graduate from 

Municipal Elected Officials 
Institute of Government

Pictured above are Municipal Association President Oc-
tivia Williams-Blake and Councilmember Janice Bartell 
Parther. 

1st Sat. of Every 
Month

Thursday

YOGA Schedule
FREE YOGA CLASSES FOR VETERANS, ACTIVE DUTY

SERVICE MEMBERS & THEIR SPOUSES

The Big Red Barn Retreat is a 501(c)(3) dedicated to helping the military. Yoga classes are 
held in the white & red building located at the front of the property.  thebigredbarnretreat.org

Monday Tuesday

6:30-7:45pm
Instructor:

Jessica B. Smith

i-Rest Yoga Nidra
5:30-6:30pm
Instructor:

Vicky S. Henderson

5:30-6:30pm
Instructor:
Liza Estes

Noon-1:15pm
Instructor:

Jessica B. Smith

7:00-8:15pm
Instructor:

Vicky S. Henderson

7:00-8:15pm
Instructor:

Vicky S. Henderson

10:00-11:15am
Instructor:

Vicky S. Henderson

OPEN PUBLIC YOGA CLASSES - $10 DONATION
(Open Classes Fund Our Veterans Programs)

AUTO PARTS
OF COLUMBIA

Our New Number is 803-865-1975

Official Government
Disable Veterans

Small Owned
Business

We sell heavy duty parts and make hydraulic hoses.

10%
Military

Discount

Monday-Saturday, 
7:30AM-8PM

Sunday, 9AM-7PM

WE’VE MOVED! 9714 A Two Notch Road
(Next to Planet Fitness)

for the month of April: everyone who brings the ad in 
can register for a $100 Carquest gift card that can be spent in 

the store. limit one entry per household.

FOR EVERY STAGE OF LIFE 
WE HAVE YOU COVERED

Our Competitive Rates Make Today 
The Perfect Time To Assess Your 

Individual Insurance Needs

10014 TWO NOTCH RD., SUITE D-1
COLUMBIA, SC 29223

Brunetto Insurance

AUTO        HOME        LIFE        BUSINESS

Agency

803-699-3007
Joe Brunetto, Agent

INDEPENDENT INSURANCE BROKERS
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Councilmember Jan-
ice Bartell Prather and 
John McMeekin from 
the Town of Winns-
boro have graduated 
from the Municipal 
Elected Officials In-
stitute of Government.  
The graduates received 
their certificates during 
the Municipal Associa-
tion of South Carolina’s 
Hometown Legislative 
Action Day.
Established in 1986, 

the institute is a pro-
gram of the Municipal 
Association of South 
Carolina that gives mu-
nicipal officials a strong 
foundation in the op-
eration of local govern-
ment. Participants learn 
about the role of elected 
officials and adminis-
trative staff and the re-
lationships municipal 
officials have with other 
local governments, the 
state and federal gov-
ernment. The institute 
includes two daylong 
sessions and three 
morning sessions.
Officials participate in 

more than 25 hours of 
classroom work in or-
der to graduate from the 
institute. Highlights of 
topics covered during 
the sessions include the 
Freedom of Informa-
tion Act, ethics and ac-
countability, budgeting, 
planning and zoning, 
human resources and 
economic development.
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BLYTHEWOOD

.
EASTER EGG HUNT. Beaulah, Oak Grove and 
Zion United Methodist churches will sponsor a 
community Easter egg hunt at Doko Meadows 
Park in Blythewood on April 20, from 9:30am to 
12 noon. This is a free event and everyone is 
welcome.

HEARTWORM CLINIC. Make a friend in Animals 
will hold its annual spring heartworm clinic on 
Sat., April 20, from 10am to 2pm at 424 Main 
St. in Blythewood. Cost is $50 and includes 
heartworm test and 6 month supply of Heart-
gard Plus. Please call (803) 606-1136 or visit 
mafiapets@outlook.com for more information.

EASTER EGGSTRAVAGANZA. Village Church 
will hold its 17th Annual Easter  Eggstrava-
ganza on April 20, at the Jeep  Rogers Family 
YMCA starting promptly at 11am. The event will 
include a soccer field with 20,000+ eggs, goody 
bags, an appearance by the Easter Bunny, free 
lunch for the family and more! For more infor-
mation please visit www.blythewoodvillage.
com or call (803) 419-0989.

RIDGEWAY

GENEALOGY CLASSES. Free Genealogy help 
for beginners and advance researchers is avail-
able at The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints located at 1391 Centerville Rd. in 
Ridgeway each  Wed. from 10am to noon and 
7pm-8pm. Staff will be available to assist re-

searchers and there  will be free access to the 
internet,  Ancestry.com and FamilySearch.org. 
These sessions are open to the public. Please 
bring a laptop, tablet or smartphone.

FCGS PROGRAM. The  Fairfield County Gene-
alogy Society will sponsor an Arlington at Rest 
program on April 18, at 6pm at the Chinese Buf-
fet, U.S. 321 bypass in Winnsboro. Presenter 
will be Steven A. Campbell from the Montgom-
ery County, NC Historical society.

BLAIR DAY PARADE. The  14th Annual Blair  
Day Parade will be held Sat., April 27, at 11am. 
A festival at Willie Lee Robinson field, 17400 
Newberry Rd. will immediately follow at noon 
with bounce houses and children’s activities

Community Calendar

Hearing
          From page 1

    
   The path to building Columbia’s premiere 
comic book event started in 2011 when 
Brock found a an original copy of the Jus-
tice League of America comic book pub-
lished by DC Comics in his father’s Gaff-
ney, SC warehouse.  “It was a piece of trash, 
a dogged-out book, but it was still worth a couple 
of hundred dollars,” said Brock.  
  An investment accountant with the State of 
South Carolina, Brock was aware of the blue-
chip returns in the secondary comic book mar-
ket and from that single find he started an online 
comic book store that led him to make contacts 
at conventions, within the community of artists, 
investors and collectors. In 2015, seeing the po-
tential for a large-scale comic book event, Brock 
and his partners held the first Soda City Comic 
Con. The occasion was almost a literal washout, 
as it was scheduled to occur on the weekend 
of the historic October floods.  Requiring six 
months of planning to coordinate the 55 vendors 

and 70 artists, as well as staff and volunteers re-
quired to pull off an event of this scale, Brock 
and his partners forged ahead and in 2016 their 
work paid off when crowds filled the Convention 
Center and the Soda City Comic Con put itself 
on the map as a statewide draw.  
   Now in its third year, Soda City Comic Con has 
almost reached maximum capacity level for the 
Columbia Metropolitan Convention Center and 
Brock is quick to point out that this would not 
have been possible without his partners, family 
members, and the volunteers who give their time. 
   A resident of Blythewood since 2015, Brock 
and his wife Mary reside in Oakhurst Subdivi-
sion with their three children.  Joining the Plan-
ning Commission in September of last year, he 
has quickly become one of the most vocal mem-
bers serving on this board.  Remarking on his 
public service, Brock said, “When we moved to 
Blythewood from downtown, I wanted to have 
some sort of impact in the town where my chil-
dren were growing up…I saw an opportunity 
to build a town and at some point to have some 
say in the environment where my kids grow up.”  
When asked about plans for the future, Brock 
also indicated that he hopes to run for Town 
Council in November.  
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Soda City
                           From page 1

Community Calendar
BLYTHEWOOD

• FARMERS MARKET. The Bly-
thewood Farmers Market will 
be held each Wed. through 
the month of October in 
Doko Meadows, 171 Lang-
ford Rd., from 4 until 7pm.

. HILLCLIMBERS.. Hillclimbers, a 
nondenominational senior activ-
ity, will be held on Sept. 5 in the 
Youth Building at Trinity United 
Methodist Church.  Program on 
fall gardening presented by the 
Clemson Extension office will 
begin at 11am with lunch follow-
ing at noon provided by  Scot-
tie’s for a cost of $7. Please call 
or text (803) 673-2051 by 6pm 
on Sept. 3 to reserve lunch.

. HOOF & PAW. The Hoof & Paw 
Benevolent Society will hold 
their monthly meeting on Sept. 
7 in the rear dining room at 
Lizard’s Thicket in Blythewood 
at 6:30pm. Bob Innes, Direc-

tor of Fairfield Animal Con-
trol will be the guest speaker.

• HONORING THE BRAVE. Dunbar 
Funeral Home, Northeast Cha-
pel will hold a dedication of 
Dunbar’s Monument of Honor 
for our Armed Services, First 
Responders and those who 
have paid the ultimate sacrifice 
for our country on Sat., Sept. 
9  at 7 pm at 4219 Hard Scrab-
ble  Rd., Columbia 29223. 
Refreshments will be served. 
Please RSVP to 803-788-6310.

. BALLOONS & TUNES. Sept. 22, 
from 6-8pm at Doko Mead-
ows. Bring a blanket or lawn 
chairs and enjoy a free concert 
by the VillageBands and see 
the hot air balloon. Event will 
include food trucks from Scot-
tie’s. Doko Smoke, San Jose, 
Scott Benny’s,  The Donut Guy, 
Kiki’s and Rita’s. Inflatables, 
balloon animals and more! 
Email beki@blythewood vil-

lage.com for more information.
 

 RIDGEWAY

• AA MEETINGS. Alcoholics Anon-
ymous meetings are held on 
Mondays at 7:30 pm at St. Ste-
phen’s Episcopal Church, par-
ish house, 296 E. Church St./
Longtown Rd., in Ridgeway. For 
more information contact David 
K. at (803) 673-1399.

 WINNSBORO

. ALZHEIMER’S CAREGIVERS SUP-
PORT. Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Support Group is designed to 
provide emotional, educational 
and social support for caregiv-
ers. Meetings are held the sec-
ond Tues. of every month from 
6 to 7 pm at the Council on Ag-
ing Senior Center Building, 210 
E. Washington St., in Winns-
boro. For more info call Deb-
bie Brown at (803) 633-4282 or 

Wanda Mills at (803) 3015.

• FARMERS MARKET. The Winns-
boro Farmers and Artisans 
Market will be held each Sat. 
through the month of October 
from 9am to 1pm at the Clock 
Tower, 100  S. Congress St. 
Please visit Facebook for mar-
ket events, vendors & more de-
tails.

• ANNUAL MEETING. The Fairfield 
County Farm Bureau will hold 
its annual meeting for voting 
members on Sept. 28. Reser-
vations are required. For more 
information contact Tina Bryant 
at (803)635-5569 or email tina-
bryant@scfbins.com

• FCAC MEETING. The Fairfield 
County Arts Council will hold its 
monthly meeting on Sat., Sept. 
16 at 5pm during the reception 
for the Plein Air painting con-
test at the Winnsboro Women’s 
Club, 102 S. Vanderhorst St.

Tonya 

Page

General 

Manager

803-767-3373

Sales 

Representative

803-432-6157

Or

Michell

Holden

Tonya Page - General Manager
803-767-3373

WINNSBORO

HELP ATTACK CANCER IN OUR COMMUNITY
Beating our biggest
rival takes more than
breakthrough research.
It takes things like our
24/7 cancer help line and
free rides to chemo. Most
of all, it takes you. Join
Relay For Life. And help
us attack cancer from
every angle.

RELAY FOR LIFE OF 
BLYTHEWOOD
Presented with Bravo! Music Series - The 
Reggie Sullivan Band

 
MAY 3, 2019 
6 P.M. - 10 P.M.
 
DOKO MEADOWS PARK 
BLYTHEWOOD, SOUTH CAROLINA

RelayForLife.org/blythewoodsc

1.800.227.2345

©2018 American Cancer Society, Inc. No. 013268

L I G H T U P
T H E  F I G H T

H O N O R  A L OV E D  O N E . 
D E D I C AT E  A L U M I N A R I A .Currently the 183 acres formerly occupied 

by the Golf Club of South Carolina represents 
approximately only one-half of a percent of the 
area allocated for recreation or greenspace un-
der the TROS zoning designation in the Crick-
entree and Lake Carolina area of northeast 
Richland County.

E-Capital, the Texas investment firm that 
acquired the foreclosed golf course property, 
presented a proposal during a public meeting 
with Crickentree residents at The Manor on 
Feb. 14, indicating that only 249 homes would 
be built on the former 183 acres golf course, 
but the request for Residential-Medium Den-
sity zoning submitted to Richland County by 
E-Capital’s attorney would actually allow for 
the construction of more than 900 houses on 

the 183 acre parcel, substantially eliminating 
all of the greenspace preserved under the exist-
ing TROS zoning designation.  

Richland County Council will hold a Zoning 
Public Hearing on this matter in their chambers 
at 2020 Hampton St. in Columbia on April 23.  

Remarking on the upcoming zoning hearing, 
Crickentree homeowner and USC School of 
Medicine professor Michy Kelly said, “If this 
zoning proposal passes, it won’t just negatively 
affect us by reducing our property values and 
peace of mind, it will negatively affect all of 
Blythewood by bringing extra traffic and ad-
ditional burdens to our already insufficient in-
frastructure.  Further, it will negatively impact 
any residents in Richland County who live ad-
jacent to a TROS-zoned property because, rest 
assured, it is only a matter of time before your 
golf course owner tries to get their property re-
zoned from TROS to residential – any land is 
worth more as a housing development than it is 
as a golf course.”             



                                                                                THE COUNTRY CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019  •  19

BLYTHEWOOD VILLAGE
DENTAL ASSOCIATES

Now Offering Same Day Crowns!
Please Call Today To Make Your Appointment

(803) 754-9160
745 University Village Drive, Blythewood

Dr. John Cosby Dr. Damon Hughes
www.palmettosmilemakers.com

St. Stephen's 
 Episcopal Church
307 Longtown Road 
Ridgeway, SC 29130

Founded in 1839

We are a small, caring church that hopes you will join us for  Holy Week and Sundays to come!

PALM SUNDAY
Sunday, April 14th • 10:30 a.m.                

Reading of Christ’s Passion Narative 
Holy Eucharist (Communion)

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
Friday, April 19th • 7:00 p.m. 

Somber Worship and Reflection centered   
on Jesus' atoning death on the cross

MAUNDY-THURSDAY SERVICE
Thursday, April 18th • 7:00 p.m.

Service remembering Jesus' last days on earth
Holy Eucharist (Communion)

EASTER SUNDAY
Sunday, April 21st • 10:30 a.m.

Joyous Celebration, the empty tomb, and 
Resurrection! He has Risen!
Holy Eucharist (Communion)

“Creating Your Dream Kitchen”

803-429-3911

Handcrafted Cabinetry
Created Just For You!

Also Specializing In
Bath Cabinetry, Bookcases 
& Entertainment Centers

Residential • Commercial
Custom & ManufacturedActual 

Kitchen 
Remodel in 
Blythewood

Prices good Wed., Apr. 17-Tues., Apr. 23, 2019

Your Hometown
Food Store

Blythewood

69¢

Whole Smoked

Preferred Angus

Steak
Ribeye $899

Lb.Family Pack

Potatoes
5 Lb. Bag Red Skin

$249

32 Oz.
Original or Light

Duke’s

$299
Mayonnaise

                      Arts on the Ridge Returning To Ridgeway 
 
 The 13th  Annual Arts on the Ridge festival in historic downtown Ridgeway will take place 
on Saturday, May 4.  This year’s theme is Opening Doors to Literary & Artisan Expression. The 
Literary component of the festival will include 17 South Carolina authors who have recently 
published work. The Artisans feature will include a unique assortment of artists and crafters 
offering handcrafted treasures, a farmer’s market from 9 am to 1 pm, plein air painters at work 
all over town, yarn bombing of the downtown area and live music featuring Bluegrass, Folk 
Rock and guitarists. Food, fun and free to the public. 

 
Listed below is a schedule of the authors who will be hosting panels and book giveaways during the day. 

10:30 – 11:00 "Oh, the Stories We Can Tell" Brown, Walsh, West, 
Cullen 

11:15 – 11:45 "Murder is our Business: crime, mysteries & suspense" Teller, Carter, Hill 

12:00 – 12:40  
"Exploring Life and Purpose Through Poetry" 

Kinnas, Black, Starino, 
Kirby 

1:00 – 1:30 "Secrets, Sin, and Sweet Iced Tea" Poland, S. Richardson, 
Bloodworth 

1:45 – 2:15 "From Idea to Final Draft" McCallister, McNeely, 
Chamberlain 

 
For more info, please visit Arts on the Ridge-Ridgeway SC on Facebook or RidgewaySC.org. 
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